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Dear Students and Parents:

This handbook has been preparelp @Graétohigh schostudents and their parents explore
the course options that are offered by our school.

Please go over this guide carefully and discuss it with your current teachers, case managers, and
Principal. Your future in school and yeuaftetugraduation depend on the choices you make
now.

It is very important that you use the forms in this guide to develop a four year course of study.
Make sure that you choose courses that will fulfill the requirements of your state. Many of the
stueknts in our program will have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) and the courses taken for
high schoakedit will be included in your plan. Remember that everhighussadaledit

will become part of your transcript and your grades wiligo aithigh schogbu attend

after you leave Grafton.

We have been very pleased that some students graduating from Grafton have chosen to go on to
community colleges. Whether you hope to go on to college or to begin working in the community,
you Wi need to choose carefully so that you will be well prepared for your future.

We hope for the very best for all of our students. We want to help you succeed now and in the
future. Choose courses that will help you reach your goals!

Best wishes,

Al

James G. Gaynor, Il
President/CEO
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Grafton High School Program of Studies
Guidelines and General Information

The Program of Studiesdsiddor students and parentieszribeourse offerings and sesvéte
Grafton High School. We strongly encourage you taestthothis preegistration. We also
suggest that parents and studergsvith each other and their home school guidance counselor
before planning an individual program of study.

Youwill notice that many of the coursepreasguisitetjerefore, you need to do somedongg
planning rather than taking doys@ar approach. Eighth graders should plarearfoaurse of
study. In choosing courses, please think abotdrgsts, strengths and gaaith poper
planningall required courses are completed.

Proper planning also includes consideration of alternative course selectiondovwCourses with
enrollment will either be combined or cancelled. Scheduagmoitigialternative

Accreditation
Grafton High School is accredited by the Virginia State Department of Education through the Virgin
Council for Private Education (VCPE) and the Virginia Association of Independent Special Educatic

Facilitie§VASEF)

Diploma Programs and Policy

Although Virginia, West Virginia, MarylanstrasidDColumbia high schploindaequirements

are describpedn t he Program of Studies, students fro
program and eamedit. Specific state requirements will be reviewed and, when possible, special
classmodificationgill be made.

The studentés | ocal scho ahigsshod dippoma fromthar!l |y aw
home school upon completion of thredexyadits. Grafton will, however, award22 2€edit

high school diplomagmeementith the Virginia Graduation Requirements if no home school district
can be identified.

Unit of Credit

The standard unit of credit for graduation for tdlsdtatdre based on a minimum of 140 hours of
instruction for students from Virginia and 120 clock hours for students f@Gnaiftolatydesnal .

223 day school year which provides ample opportunity for students tdnéarof anesdiit are

earnedn onehalf ungt(a minimum of 70/60 clock hours). Students reteifeionef credit for

each semester course successfully completed. Students receive one unit of credit for each full yea
course successfully compléiestudenearinga n ifnFa he first semester a
semesteawill havéhose two grades averaged for that particular course.



Grading Scale

All courses will be graded using the Grafton grading scale:

A 90-100 D 60-69
B 801 89 F -59
C 701 79 | - Incomplete

Grafton has three classifications of courses. They are as follows:

Integrated: Course content has been adapted to the
(VAAP) performance of the student based on the Int
Standards of Learning

Modified: Cours content satisfies the standards for
(Standard Diploma) A modified standard diploma in Virginia
General: Course content and student performance
(Standard Diploma) correspondsi t h t he studen

Report Cardand Transcripts

Report cards are issued t@stadparents/guardians and fundingi@g six times per yeanalF
| etter grades a spermaremt ecod érdnsooipt), whithes sent out dte¢he timé
of discharge with the studentds discharge su

Honor Roll

The Honor Rehall consist of those students with an A or B average. (An Honor Roll student may nc
have an fAA0 balance out a ACO due to the wid
have these grades i ncl uRobkigelebratedathhe conclusionefr a g e .
every reporting period

Transition into Reqular Education

Students who qualify are eligible to enroll in course work and earn credit from a local public high sc
When this option becomes a possibility sstuadepteview and select courses from the public
school Program of Studies.

Attendance Policy

Good attendance is keyawimum benefit from an educgtimushm Allstudentare expected to

attend school regularly and to be on time. Studaftshodldtaccept the responsibility for

regular attendance. Regular attendance aids in the development of good habits of punctuality, self
discipline, and responsibility. Students must have good attendancéédribéfr@aregoch

activities as:
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Classroom lectures

Special instructions and individual help in skill development
Classroom group discussions

Performance tests

Schoatelated, courricular activities

abrowbdPE

Unl i ke traditional school s, Gr afripondihga Hi gh S
possible total of®@lus academic days. Due to the unique situation of a residential school serving
special students, a number of days are understandably lost as a result of behavior, family visits, etc
However, it is important thdésta remain on taskmuclas possible. In many cases when a high

school student leaves Grafton, the discharge will either be at the end of a regular school year (June
at the midemester break (January). Stusleoiingnto a public schoolisgttvill also end or

enter at those times.

Students enrolled in gradel29vho are absent more than five times during the grading period shall
be requested to attend an attendance review. Possible outcomes of this attendance review might
include a faig grade of not lower than 59%, an &tepomthe actual grade eaaikdecidely

the Attendance Committee.

Students shall not receive credit for any high school courses for which they are absent more than 2
class periods for an annual coursere than 12 class periods for a semester course, unless
circumstances have been documented. An Attendance Committee shall determine the appropriate
course of action on an individualized basis.

Length of School Day

The school day at all Grafton prsgvdl be 5.5 hours at minimum with additional time based on the
number of credits being earned and required clock hours by state. Individual programs at different
locations may vary in start and close times, though the normal high school deademic day is
approximately 8:00 a.8130 p.m. five days per week with the exception of planned breaks and
holidays.

Students may enroll in a maximum of sbedinelasses. The typical high school student earns (5)
five, credits per year.

Late Enrollmdn

Many high school students enroll at different times during the school year. The student may earn fi
credits in some courses because the individualized nature of our program allows the student to red
the total number of courses taken and daubt®ugse clock hours. Grafton School also provides

220 plus academic days.

Those students who transfer in from another school placement shall be awarded days and grades
according to thecord$rom the prior school placement.
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